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The establishment of a web-based information and knowledge 
platform – ECOWAS Observatory for Renewable Energy and 
Energy Efficiency (ECOWREX) to  address the existing knowledge 
and information barriers  towards a sustainable energy development 
by providing decision makers, project developers, investors and 
other market enablers with tailored information, data and planning 
strategies on the energy sector in the ECOWAS Region.

       Towards Sustainable Energy

ECREEE

Partners

Address: Achada Santo Antonio,                                                                      

Electra Building, 2nd Floor C.P. 288, Praia, Cape Verde

Tel.: (+238) 260 4630

Fax: (+238) 262 4614

e-mail: info@ecreee.org

Skype: info-ecreee

www.ecreee.org

Contact us:

Bioenergy

A Regional Bioenergy Programme to enhance sustainable 
bioenergy production in the ECOWAS Region that promotes food 
security and safeguard the environment, thereby promoting a low 
carbon economy.

Small Hydro Power

A Small Hydro Power Program to address the barriers to the 
development  and utilization  of small hydro resources in the region.

Other ProgrammesObservatory

Strategy

• Short-term trainnig
• Long-term trainning
• Regional seminars
• Energy audits
• Program Activities
• Seminars
• Study tours
• Research

• Database
• Resource maps
• Communications
• Advocacy 
• Conferences
• Publicity
• Exhibits

•  Project evaluation 
• Project preparation

• Financing
• Market analysis

• EREF grants
• Demonstrations projects

• Policy Evaluation
• Policy dialogue

• Programs

Awareness 

Creation 

& Capacity 

Building

Support 

for Policy 

Development

Investment 

Promotion & 

Project Support

Knowledge 

Management & 

Advocacy 



ECREEE with the support of the European Union, UNIDO and 
other partners developed the ECOWAS Renewable Energy 
Policy and the ECOWAS Energy Efficiency Policy. The policies 
were adopted at the ECOWAS High Level Energy Forum which 
took place from 29 to 31 October 2012. 

According to the policies the share of renewable energy in 
the overall ECOWAS electricity mix will increase to 10% by 
2020 and 19% by 2030 (excl. large hydro). Around 25% of the 
rural population will be served by mini-grids and stand-alone 
systems. By 2020 the average losses in grid system will be 
reduced from currently 16% to the world standard level of 7%.

ECOWAS Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency

E  C  R  E  E  E
E C R E E E  i s  a 
specialized agency 
of ECOWAS and was 
legally established in 
2008 by Regulation 
C/REG.23/11/08 of 
the  61s t  Sess ion 
o f  t h e  E C O WA S 
Council of Ministers 
i n  Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso. The 

Centre commenced 
opera t ion  in  June 
2010 with support of 

the Governments of Austria, Spain and technical assistance of 
UNIDO. The Secretariat of the Centre is based in Praia, Cape Verde, 
and operates through a network of National Focal Institutions (NFIs) 
among all ECOWAS countries. 

ECREEE has a public mandate to promote sustainable development 
in West Africa by creating an enabling environment for regional 
renewable energy and energy efficiency markets. The Centre 
contributes to the achievement of the targets of the UN Sustainable 
Energy for All Initiative and the ECOWAS Renewable Energy and 
Energy Efficiency Policy.

Inauguration of ECREEE, June 6th, 2010, H.E Victor Gbeho, 
President of ECOWAS (left) and H. E. José Maria Neves, 

Prime Minister of Cape Verde (right)

Who We Are

activities

• Lead and coordinate the implementation of the ECOWAS/UEMOA 

White Paper on energy access

• Promote RE&EE technologies and services through: 

‑ Tailored policy, legal and regulatory frameworks and quality standards; 

‑ Capacity building of key groups of different sectors;             

‑ Advocacy, awareness raising, knowledge management and 

networking; 

‑ Business and investment promotion.

Policy Support

Capacity Development

Investments and Business Promotion

In the area of capacity development the Centre implements 
the following activities:

•  Execu t ion  o f  a 
regional  capaci ty 
needs assessment 
and formulation of 
a capacity develop-
ment program for 
different sectors and 
technologies

• Tailored trainings 
for different market 
enablers by using the 
added                value 

of regional interex-
change and train-the trainers approaches

• Operation of the ECOWAS RETScreen training network

Training Program

U n d e r  t h i s  w i n d o w 
t h e  C e n t r e  p r o m o t e s 
green investments and 
businesses in the grid-
connected as well as in the 
rural energy market.

ECREEE manages the 
E C O WA S  R e n e w a b l e 
Energy Facil ity (EREF) 
which  p rov ides  sma l l 
grants for  smal l -scale 
renewable energy and 
energy efficiency projects 
in peri-urban and rural 
a r e a s .  T h e  E R E F 
undertakes regular call for 
proposals and supports feasibility studies, business start-ups and 
small investments. 

The Centre manages the ECOWAS Renewable Energy Investment 
and Business Initiative which supports the development of a project 
pipeline for medium- and large-scale projects. So far the initiative 
identified 450 MW of PV, 420 MW of wind, 400 MW of small-scale 
and medium-scale hydro and 310 MW of bioelectricity projects. 
The Centre organizes regular investment forums.


